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TEAMGlobal Study Tour to Brussels

Monday 2nd April to Friday 6th April 2018.

It is full steam ahead for TEAM’S 55th Study Tour to the European Institutioal. Anthony Frost organirer par
excellence, has organised and led 12 Tours to Brussels. (The 2016 one wasaborted because of Terrorist attack
in Brussels on 22nd March).

Programme Outline

Monday 2nd April 2018.

Arrive Brussels – 16h08.

Welcome Dinner – 18h00.

Tuesday 3rd April 2018.

Visit to Council of the EU – 9h00.

Visit to the European Commission – 11h00.

Visit to the European Parliament – 15h00.

Wednesday 4th April 2018.

American Chamber of Commerce to the EU – 9h30.

Info Point – Briefing from Chelsey Slack, NATO Deputy Head of Cyber Defence - 11h00.

Gibraltar Representation – 14h00.

CBI Headquarters - 16h00.

East of England European Partnership Office – 18h00-19.50.

Thursday 5th April 2018.

Visit to UKREP – 9h00.

Visit to the EEAS – 14h00.

Visit to the Council of Europe – 16h00.

Friday 6th April 2018.

Visit to SHAPE – 8h00.

Depart Brussels for St. Pancras Station International at 16.56h

ACCOMODATION  will be at the 4* Hotel Carrefour de l’Europe off the Grand Place



Review for TEAMGlobal Study tour to Brussels 2017. 
 

By Matt Gallagher, student at the University of East Anglia. 
  
The first sign that it was going to be a good trip was a phone call that occurred about a week before 
from Antony, to make sure we had all the details and for him to collect our contact information 
before the trip began. Though we had already been in email contact, this was a nice touch as it 
gave me confidence that it was going to be a well organised venture and the fact he asked my 
opinion on a range of things and asked why I was interested in the trip was incredibly reassuring 
and boded well. Arriving at King’s Cross and meeting Antony reaffirmed this, with his easy-going 
manner coming across, along with his fabulous dress sense, inspiring a lot of confidence. The 
decision (perhaps unconscious) to group people randomly on the train was also a good idea as it 
allowed us to get to know a range of people (even those from UEA that we might only know from 
passing) far better.  Arriving at Brussels, the welcome dinner on the first night was a nice treat and a 
great way to open the trip. Walking around Brussels (and somehow completely missing the 
Mannekin Pee though we walked by it twice) was a lovely way to get to know the city centre. At this 
point, the fact that we were encouraged to split off (with some choosing to go to bed) meant that 
everyone was comfortable and able to do what they wanted. Moving onto the actual seminars and 
speakers, they were usually a high standard. The actual level of detail given by the speakers was 
far higher than I and others expected and went beyond the usual tourist talks that I had thought we 
would be receiving. The range and the depth of the speakers’ knowledge was fantastic. With the 
exception of two, the other speakers were extremely interesting and were able to answer questions 
(both relevant and sometime irrelevant) with aplomb. Even when the really give insight and 
understanding to an extremely high level.  It was also a nice touch from Antony to invite each of the 
speakers to the party at the end of the week. Although only Wolfgang came, it was amazing to 
follow up on some of the questions that I had been unable to ask (not complaining think I asked at 
least one in every seminar!) I have since contacted Wolfgang and Micheal Ruhle NATO and both 
have been fantastic at answering some questions I had and also offering some opportunities to 
work at the EU in the future. Perhaps the most interesting of the talks was those from the EEAS 
(due to their fascinating insights into Ukraine and Syria), Wolfgang (which really set the tone of the 
trip as a success) and Nicholas Whyte who seemed to go against the grain of most of the 
knowledge we had received. 
  
There were a very few negatives of the trip, though I would still categorise the study tour as perhaps 
the best academic trip I’ve ever gone on and would highly recommend to others. Most notably, we 
often went away from people’s areas of specialty when asking question (perhaps most clearly in the 
US mission when we asked about US policy towards Asia rather than Europe where the two men 
were specialist). Perhaps it might be worth reaffirming what people are expert in and leading 
questions towards this area? Furthermore, when we submitted questions for the US mission the fact 
that these weren’t the basis of the questions with perhaps one or two extras was disappointing for 
some of my friends on the trip who were less comfortable asking in an open format. Perhaps it 
might be worth getting people to submit questions before on some of the seminars, take two or 
three of the most relevant/ interesting then opening the floor for the remainder of the time? This 
would be an incredibly hard line to balance and overall went remainder of the time? This would be 
an incredibly hard line to balance and overall went fantastically. Overall, the idea of mixing such as 
wide range of people was amazingly successful and was incredibly fascinating to learn from each 
other as well as the speakers. The quality of the trip was far higher than expected and I learned far 
more than I thought I would. What I imagined to be a tourist trip to see Brussels became a far more 
stimulating intellectual exercise. A lot of credit should go to Antony for making everyone feel so 
comfortable and really fostering a fantastic group ethos that made the trip exceptionally fun and 
thoroughly mixed together.  A fun, social and intellectually stimulating trip that I would highly 
recommend! 



	
	

	
	
	
	

	

Photograph	of	a	previous	TEAM	Study	Tour	to	Brussels	

Grand	Place	Brussels	at	night	



TEAMGlobal 6th Form Conference at Gumley House School, Isleworth 
 
 

 
A Gumley & TEAMGlobal Sixth Form Conference with students from 5 schools coming together to tackle a 
key issue. 
  
READ FULL STORY 
This topic was deemed an essential debate for this year’s conference, as a result of the global proliferation of 
fake news and the challenges facing news and social media sites as they increasingly seek methodologies to 
validate information. 
  
TEAMGlobal is an Education Charity that Gumley has been working with since 2013, in creating forums 
addressing current global issues; that enable students to make more informed decisions. 
  
We were supported by Journalists and a Charitable Trust, all established in their fields, who offered their 
expertise and insight into ‘how to better identify fact from fiction & our roles in this too’. 
  
A very special thank you to all of our speakers who captivated throughout our audience of 230 students. 
·         Fergal Keane, BBC News 
·         Enda Brady, SKY News 
·         Owen Jones, Hope Not Hate Charitable Trust 
·         Chris Wheal, Freelance Journalist and Editor of Capital.com 
 
Their topics ranged from: ‘The obligations of reason’, ‘How power alters our perceptions’ to ‘Fake news: 
you get what you deserve’.  
 
Our gratitude also to our 2 moderators Laurence Smy, Chairman of TEAMGlobal & Jane Gonzalez, 
who smoothly facilitated the debates between students and speakers. 
 
Thank you as always, to the immense contribution from TeamGlobal’s Executive Members: John Wilson, 
Kevin McSharry & Antony Frost and The Economist for once again generously providing copies of their 
publication for the students. 
  
We were delighted to welcome students & staff from the following schools: 
Brentford School for Girls, Isleworth & Syon School for Boys and 2 of our FCJ schools; Maria Fidelis and all 
the way from the Wirral; Upton Hall School. 
  
Students give their views: 
·         “I enjoyed learning how our generation has a significant impact on what information we pass on” 
·          “It was really impressive that such notable speakers were able to share their knowledge with us” 
·          “I will look more closely at sources and provenance in the future” 
·          “I have more awareness now of the impact I can make towards fake news” 
·          “Our group discussions were very interesting and we all had a chance to put our points across” 
 
·          "It was Informative and relevant." 
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Photograph)taken)at)the)British)Library)Euston,)of)past)TEAM)Publications)
)
)
)
)

The)history)of)TEAM)will)be)recounted)in)successive)Newsletters,)
over)the)course)of)2018)

)
)
)
)
)

Editor))of)The)TEAM)Newsletter:) ))Kevin)McSharry)
Email:)kmcsharry@hotmail.com)

)
The)Editor)welcomes)Comments,)letters,)news)items,)photographs)for)the)

next)Newsletter)by)June)1st,)2018)
)
)
)
)
)

Dates)for)your)Diary)
!

AGM! 12.05.18!
!

Members'!Day! 27.06.18!
!

Sixth!Form!Conference!at!Ursuline!Sschool!Wimbledon!London!SW20! 02/0718!
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